THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF

WINTER 2019

wonderland
WINTER

Inside:

Explore all the
excellent benefits—
vacation savings,
expert planning, and
more—of RCI.

Ô

Your family’s
best vacation ever
awaits in
Massanutten, Virginia

Check out some of our
members’ favorite #myRCI
and #VacationVillage
moments. To join the
community, share your
best vacation memories on
your preferred social media
platform by using #myRCI
and #VacationVillage.
Maybe you could be featured
in an upcoming publication!

“One of my favorite RCI
vacation moments was
my 10 year [wedding]
vow renewal on the
beach in Playa del
Carmen! We spent a
luxurious week at an
amazing all-inclusive
that pampered us like
crazy! It was so hard to
come back to reality …”

“While in the Las
Vegas area, we
always make it a
point to visit Red
Rock Canyon. We
rented bikes nearby
and were able to ride
throughout this area
- just beautiful.”
Cheryl S.

Valerie K.

“Our trip to Maui
included zip lining into
a rainbow followed by
a beautiful sunset walk
on the beach and a
marriage proposal.”
Maggie W.

“Costa Rica was
amazing & RCI made
it happen!”
Eddye H.

These vacations are limited. Destinations and travel times are subject to availability and confirmed on a first come, first served basis. Offer includes only accommodations and
specifically excludes travel costs and other expenses that may be incurred. Taxes, additional fees, and charges may apply. All-inclusive resorts may charge a mandatory all-inclusive
fee. Other restrictions may apply. Offer void where prohibited by law.
CST: 2046555-50. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST-26552. Nevada Seller of Travel
Registration No. 2002-0793. Washington Seller of Travel Reg. No. 602357907.
RCI and related marks are registered trademarks and/or service marks in the United States and internationally. All rights reserved.
Mastercard is a registered trademark, and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated.
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What’s happening,
you might ask?
Well, lots! We’ve been hard at work deciding which features and benefits from all
of our various resorts to showcase in 2019. Some of you, our valued owners, already
know much of what’s available at any one particular resort, but we’re here to share
with you more wonderful opportunities to enhance your next several vacations.
So, it is with warmth and excitement that we welcome you to the very first
edition of Happenings, the magazine created exclusively for owners of
Vacation Village Resorts and Affiliates. We’ve designed this issue with
your specific vacation interests in mind, and knowing that, with the fall winding
down, you are no doubt starting to plan your winter holiday. Whether you’re
looking to soak up the sun in Florida or play in the snowy Berkshires, the
Vacation Village Resorts and Affiliates collection of properties has something
for you. Our articles provide inspiration for where you might want to go next,
as well as in-depth information about great things to see and experience while
you’re there. Our well-traveled writers put their expertise to work for you,
covering all of a destination’s can’t-miss spots, plus its more hidden gems. While
each destination is different, some things about a Vacation Village Resorts stay
always remain the same: friendly staff and plenty of family fun.
We’ll be publishing a new issue of Happenings every year, and pledge to feature
new and exciting ways to engage with your resort before, during, and after your
vacation. As you share your vacation memories with your family and friends,
you can use these handles and hashtags to be a part of our social community:
facebook.com/vacationvillageresorts
@VacationVillageResorts
#VacationVillage
Youtube.com/vacationvillagetv
We hope you enjoy reading the magazine as much as we enjoyed putting it together.
Happy vacationing!

DID YOU KNOW?

As a valued owner who purchased
at Vacation Village Resorts and
Affiliates, you have internal exchange
privileges through RCI. As a thankyou for being a valued owner and
coming back to see us again on your
RCI exchanges, when you exchange
your vacation for one at an RCI
Weeks® affiliated resort within the
Vacation Village family of resorts,
you’ll get the internal Exchange
at a deeply discounted rate. More
than 200,000 families have taken
advantage of this special discount
in the past decade alone!
To accept this offer, visit RCI.com
or call your exclusive RCI toll-free
number listed below. Your discount
will automatically be applied to your
exchange fee. See opposite for a list
of participating resorts.
RCI Points member: 1-866-724-3333
RCI Weeks member: 1-800-585-4860
New to RCI Weeks since January 1,
2016? Call our new enrollment line:
1-855-724-8445.
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Explore the Vacation Village Family of Resorts

RECEIVE PRIORITY & DISCOUNTED INTERNAL EXCHANGES AT THESE RESORTS
Aquamarine Villas – Oceanside, CA
Berkshire Mountain Lodge - Pittsfield, MA
Canada House Beach Club – Pompano Beach, FL
Casa de la Playa – La Jolla, CA
Club Sevilla - Kissimmee, FL
Club Tahoe Resort – Incline Village, Nevada
Eagle Trace at Killy Court – McGaheysville, VA
Eagle Trace at Massanutten – McGaheysville, VA
Enchanted Isle Resort – Hollywood, FL
Ft Lauderdale Beach Resort – Fort Lauderdale, FL
Grandview at Las Vegas – Las Vegas, NV
Grand Lake Resort – Kissimmee, FL
Hollywood Beach Tower – Hollywood, FL
Laguna Shores – Laguna Beach, CA
Laguna Surf – Laguna Beach, CA
Lighthouse Cove Resort – Pompano Beach, FL
Lifetime of Vacations Resort @ Grand Lake Resort – Kissimmee, FL
Massanutten Mountainside Villas – McGaheysville, VA
Massanutten’s Shenandoah Villas – McGaheysville, VA
Mizner Place @ Weston Town Center – Weston, FL
Palm Beach Shores Resort & Vacation Villas – Palm Beach Shores, FL

Palm Springs Tennis Club – Palm Springs, CA
Patriots Inn - Williamsburg, VA
Presidential Resort at Chancellorsville – Spotsylvania, VA
Regal Vistas at Massanutten – McGaheysville, VA
San Diego Country Estates – Ramona, CA
Schooner Landing Resort - Newport, OR
Silver Seas Beach Resort – Fort Lauderdale, FL
Surfsider Resort - Pompano Beach, FL
The Berkley, Las Vegas - Las Vegas, NV
The Berkley, Orlando - Orlando, FL
The Cliffs at Peace Canyon - Las Vegas, NV
The Colonies at Williamsburg - Williamsburg, VA
The Lodge at Kingsbury Crossing - Stateline, NV
The Summit at Massanutten – McGaheysville, VA
Vacation Village at Bonaventure – Weston, FL
Vacation Village at Parkway – Orlando, FL
Vacation Village at Weston – Weston, FL
Vacation Village in the Berkshires – Hancock, MA
Villas at Fortune Place – Kissimmee, FL
Williamsburg Plantation - Williamsburg, VA
Woodstone at Massanutten – McGaheysville,VA

Vacation Village Resorts & Affiliates are subject to change without notice.

Are You Reaping
Your Rewards?
DID YOU KNOW that you can get cash
rewards and give a getaway to your family
and friends through Affinity Rewards?
Our exciting member incentive program
is exclusively for Vacation Village Resorts
and Affiliates owners. There’s no cost to
join or participate, so take advantage and
start earning rewards today.
Get Started
Most owners are enrolled at our resorts and receive a membership card in the mail containing their Affinity Rewards Program
Member number and instructions on how to access their Affinity Rewards account online. If you don’t yet have an account,
visit AffinityRewards.com and click “Join Now” to begin earning cash rewards.

How It Works

1

Share Your Experience
Tell friends and family about your memorable stays at Vacation Village Resorts.

2

Refer a Friend

3

Get Rewarded

Visit AffinityRewards.com and provide
a friend’s name, phone number, and
mailing address using our simple referral form. We’ll
contact him or her with an invitation from you to
receive a special offer at the participating resort of
their choice.

For each qualified referral who visits
and tours one of our resorts, we’ll credit
your membership account with 10,000 Affinity
Rewards—a $100 value! When you reach 80,000,
150,000, or 250,000 reward points you may be eligible to become a silver, gold, or platinum member,
earning extra cash and exclusive bonus gifts.
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It’s a Win-Win!
Earn money while sending
your friends on a great vacation.
To get the most out of your
ownership, redeem points for
cash to use toward:

1. Maintenance fees
2. Monthly payments
3. Exchanges
4. Vacation excursions
5. Bonus weeks and more

'Tis the Season to Share the Joy!
With the holidays just around the corner,
there’s no better time to give the gift of travel
and collect Affinity Rewards. Share your love of
Vacation Village Resorts with your friends and
family this season. Visit AffinityRewards.com
or call 954-563-1867 for more details.

R OA D -T R I P P I N G
FROM
THE

Berkshires
Classic Americana
from the moment you
press the pedal.
BY NINA FEDRIZZI

AT THE CROSSROADS of New England, the Berkshires of western
Massachusetts are known both as a cultural hub and as the seasonal home
of the famous Tanglewood music festival. You may come for a concert,
but you’ll want to stay for the quaint rural towns that speckle the route
north through the Berkshires and into southern Vermont. A road trip
is a lovely way to see them all.

CUE THE MUSIC
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ists such as Yo-Yo Ma, James Taylor,
or Audra McDonald.
You may want to build your day
around an evening concert. First,
grab breakfast to go at Berkshire
Mountain Bakery (367 Park
St., Housatonic, MA; 413-274-1313;
berkshiremountainbakery.com; breakfast for two, $12*), in Housatonic,
where European-trained Richard
Bourdon sells flaky croissants and
one of the best sourdoughs in New
England. A short drive away in Lenox,
Gilded Age novelist and socialite
Edith Wharton’s famous estate,
The Mount (2 Plunkett St., Lenox,
MA; 413-551-5111; edithwharton.org;

TK TK

Equidistant from Boston and New
York City, the town of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, with its
broad, historic Main Street, makes
a great base of operations. The
season’s big draw is undoubtedly
Tanglewood (297 West St., Lenox,
MA; 888-266-1200; bso.org; lawn
tickets, from $22), a music center in
nearby Lenox that serves as the summer headquarters of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. (Towns are close
enough here that it’s not uncommon
to visit several or go back and forth
between two in a day.) You can catch
a show on Tanglewood’s lawn featuring classical music and popular art-

*Estimated meal prices do not include drinks, tax, or tip.

TK TK

Edith Wharton
wrote some of her
most important
novels at her
Berkshires estate.
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admission, $20, including tour), provides
tours of its 42 rooms and 113-acre gardens
and grounds. The view from Wharton’s
room is the same one she observed while
writing in bed each morning.
Ten miles north along the border with
New York, Hilltop Orchards (508 Canaan
Rd., Richmond, MA; 800-833-6274; hilltop
orchards.com; pick your own apples, from $7
for five pounds) offers a range of short hiking
trails as well as tastings of its Furnace Brook
wines, mead, and hard cider. Consider grabbing some of its freshly baked cider doughnuts for the road. For a preshow dinner and
a warm-up act to boot, Mission Bar and
Tapas (438 North St., Pittsfield, MA; 413-4991736; missionberkshires.com; dinner for two,
$50) serves up Iberian small plates and live
music comprising everything from rock and
jazz to Spanish guitar.
Or, in Great Barrington, chef Stephen
Browning turns out modern American
dishes (such as pork belly with wheat berries and sunchoke puree) at the trendy but
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laid-back Prairie Whale (178 Main St.,
Great Barrington, MA; 413-528-5050; dinner
for two, $68). Named after a 19th-century
term for pigs, the restaurant and its rustic
bar are also an ideal cocktail spot.

CULTURE AND
CARABINERS
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, was a beloved
subject for artist Norman Rockwell, who
called the village home. Visit the Norman
Rockwell Museum (9 Glendale Rd., Stockbridge, MA; 413-298-4100; nrm.org; admission, $20) here for a glimpse of what the
town used to look like. That same bygone
New England charm is still palpable today,
both in Stockbridge and its sister town,
West Stockbridge. Before leaving, fuel up
in the latter at No. Six Depot (6 Depot St.,
West Stockbridge, MA; 413-232-0205; sixdepot.
com; breakfast for two, $30), a café and gallery space housed in a former train station.

PHOTOS, OPENING SPREAD: JOHN SEAK WOOD; THIS SPREAD: ZORAN ORLIC; GEORGE OZE/ALAMY; HILARY SCOT T

DESTINATION
DORSET

An hour’s drive north along Massachusetts Route 8 will bring you to North
Adams and the celebrated Massachusetts
Museum of Contemporary Art (1040
MASS MoCA Way, North Adams, MA; 413662-2111; massmoca.org; two-day admission,
$20). Known as MASS MoCa, it’s one of
the country’s largest contemporary-art
museums. A factory complex was converted into gallery space, with both indoor
and outdoor performing-arts spaces, film,
sculpture, paintings, and more, so plan
your time accordingly.
Or if you’re the type that prefers adrenaline to introspection, you can literally
reach new heights at Ramblewild (110
Brodie Mountain Rd., Lanesborough, MA;
413-923-6079; ramblewild.com; admission,
$69), a sustainable tree-to-tree adventure
park in Lanesborough. Set inside 1,400
acres of protected New England forest, it
houses eight aerial courses and more than
100 elements, such as high wires, balancing
logs, suspension bridges, and a 100-foot
ravine zip line.

PATRIOT GAMES
Bennington, Vermont, sits just outside the
Berkshires, a little north of the New York
and Massachusetts border. It’s the namesake of the famous August 1777 Revolutionary War battle that took place nearby.

Clockwise from left:
Visitors view contemporary
art at MASS MoCA; looking
through the Burt Henry
Covered Bridge, in Bennington,
Vermont; a child takes
in a family concert at
Tanglewood.

The Bennington Museum (75 Main St.,
Bennington, VT; 802-447-1571; bennington
museum.org; admission, $10) has a collection of related documents and weapons,
including a cannon captured by American
general John Stark’s militia troops during
their defeat of British forces. Several other
galleries are devoted to Vermont history as
well as to the world’s largest collection of
paintings by 20th-century American folk
artist Grandma Moses.
If you’re hungry, head to downtown Bennington for some casual grub and a cold
IPA at Madison Brewing Company (428
Main St., Bennington, VT; 802-442-7397;
madisonbrewingco.com; lunch for two, $36),
a family-run brewpub that’s been in business for more than 20 years. Or consider
pressing on to the 1907 Robb Family
Farm (822 Ames Hill Rd., Brattleboro, VT;
802-257-0163; robbfamilyfarm.com), outside
Brattleboro, a dairy turned maple syrup operation offering tours of its sugaring house.
The gift shop sells souvenirs, including
three grades of Robb Family syrup, maple
hard candy, and maple cream.

Staging four plays a year from June to
September, the Dorset Theatre Festival
(104 Cheney Rd., Dorset, VT; 802-867-2223;
dorsettheatrefestival.org; tickets, from $20)
specializes in world-premiere productions
from nationally renowned playwrights,
actors, and directors. One recent highlight:
the 2017 Downstairs, which starred siblings
Tyne Daly and Tim Daly and opened Off
Broadway in 2018. Just down the road,
chefs, innkeepers, and high school sweethearts Julia and Paul VanDerWielen left
jobs at Google and Harvard Law School to
open the stylish Marble West Inn (1847
Dorset West Rd., Dorset, VT; 802-867-0400;
themarblewestinn.com; prix-fixe menu for
two, $190) in 2014. For a special night out,
their hyperlocal prix-fixe menu lists dishes
such as Wagyu beef sirloin with chimi
churri and marigold blossoms.
Dorset is also home to marble quarries,
including the hillside Gettysburg Quarry
(Black Rock Lane and Ken’s Camp Rd., Dorset, VT; 802-362-4571; dorsetvt.org; admission, free), named for the Civil War battle
town where much of its marble went to
make headstones. The quarry is no longer
in operation, but the one-mile out-andback hike through Owls Head Town Forest
up to its ruins is a nice way to stretch your
legs and take in views of the Dorset Valley
from atop a marble slab called Art’s Bench.
On your way back down, pay a visit to the
18th-century Norcross-West Quarry
(Vermont Rte. 30, Dorset, VT; 802-440-0455;
dorsetvt.org; admission, free), also sometimes known as the Dorset Quarry, where
you can escape the summer heat with a
refreshing plunge into the town’s most
popular swimming hole. It’s one last taste
of vintage New England before you set your
GPS for home.
HAPPENINGS 9

STAY

THE BERKSHIRES

Vacation Village in
the Berkshires

Ò
Enjoy fresh
mountain air
from the bedroom balcony.

Hancock, Massachusetts
Commanding a lovely view
of the Jiminy Peak mountains,
Vacation Village in the Berkshires
is your gateway to western
Massachusetts.

Celebrating 20 Years
Vacation Village in the Berkshires
first opened its doors to travelers
seeking a quiet New England
getaway in 1999. Two decades
later, it’s still known for its access
to lakes for kayaking, miles of
great hiking trails, and a wealth
of cultural landmarks—including the Massachusetts Museum
of Contemporary Art, Williams
College Museum of Art, and
Tanglewood.
Ñ
Panoramic views
surround the
indoor pool.
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THE INSIDE SCOOP
Thanks to its mountain
setting, Vacation Village
in the Berkshires stuns
in every season. During
the winter, guests can
snowboard, ski, and snow
tube, while in warmer
months basketball and
volleyball courts, hiking
trails, and pools keep
travelers entertained.
Year-round, you can look
out at the picturesque
Jiminy Peak mountains
from the resort’s suite
balconies.

Popular Amenities
•
Heated indoor and
outdoor pools
•
Hot tub
•
Outdoor fireplace—perfect
for s’mores!
•
Private movie theater
•
On-site hiking trails
•
Arcade
Favorite Unit Features
•
Gas or electric fireplace
•
Furnished private balcony
or patio
•
Jacuzzi tubs (in A and C
Suites only)

Ò
Sit and savor
the vibrant
scenery.

Ô
The lodge is set in
the heart of the
Berkshires.

Berkshire
Mountain Lodge
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
Discover the beautiful Berkshires
in a resort that brings together all
of New England’s many charms.
Vibrant Location
Set near Lenox, Massachusetts,
Berkshire Mountain Lodge is a
great fit for the whole family. You
can spend your vacation exploring the area’s historic landmarks,
museums, and natural beauty.
And don’t miss the Berkshires’
acclaimed performing arts, restaurants, and boutique shops!

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF VACATION VILLAGE RESORTS (6); ISTOCKPHOTO

Cozy Up
Your warm welcome starts at

check-in. Begin your day with a
stop at the 24-hour coffee and
juice bar, then end the evening
curled up by the fireplace or
snacking on freshly made popcorn during one of the lounge’s
nightly movie screenings.
Popular Amenities
•
Indoor swimming pool
•
Outdoor hot tub
•
Outdoor barbecue grills and
picnic areas
Favorite Unit Feature
•
Modern kitchen, with all of
the conveniences of home

Ô
Warm yourself up
by the fireplace in
in the welcoming
lobby.

WE’RE
PET-FRIENDLY!
Pets are part of the
family. To vacation together, stay in one of
our Berkshire resorts’
select pet-friendly
rooms for a fee. Dogs
must weigh less than
35 pounds, and
approval must be
given prior to
arrival. Please contact
the resort directly for
more information.
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Ô
Massanutten
Mountain lit up
at night.

Ó
Winter fun at
Massanutten
Resort.

Dear Massanutten
One traveler’s stay at the Shenandoah Valley resort.
BY ZIPP O R AH “ZIPPY ” SAND LER

Over the years, my family has searched for the perfect place to meet.
Some of us are in South Florida; others, New England. Choosing a
destination that didn’t require anyone to drive all the way to where
someone lives was a challenge until I ended up at a Virginia resort
that’s in the middle: Massanutten Resort (1822 Resort Dr., Massanutten;
540-289-4941; massresort.com).
There aren’t many spots on the East Coast that offer year-round fun for
everyone. Massanutten Resort is one of those places where, no matter
who you are, you’ll find something fabulous to do. In fact, the resort is so
large that it’s a census-designated place—which is why even though all
of the facilities in this article are on-site, some have their own address,
which might be in the town of McGaheysville or in Massanutten.

The Rooms
I was hosted in one of the
Regal Vistas condos. Each
condo complex is made up of
two sides, and between both
you could comfortably sleep
a dozen. The layouts mirror

each other. Each half has a full
kitchen, two baths (including
one in the master suite) with
a Jacuzzi, a living room, a
dining room, pull-out sofas,
and a garage with a storage
locker for skis.

The Great Outdoors
My husband loves to ski and
play golf. That’s it! He humors
me by shopping every now and
then, but you won’t catch him
in a pool (unless it’s at home),
and he doesn’t like hiking or
mountain biking. Massanutten
Resort is great for him. In the
winter, there are bunny slopes
and black diamond runs down
Massanutten Mountain at the
Massanutten Ski Lodge (adult
weekday four-hour ski passes,
$44*)—you’re more likely to find
me après-skiing at the lodge’s
Base Camp Bar & Grill (540-4373354; dinner for two, $28**).
When the weather is warmer,
you can play a round on
Massanutten Resort’s Mountain
Greens Golf Course (540-289-

*Ski pass reflects 2018–2019 prices. **Estimated meal prices do not include drinks, tax, or tip.
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Ó
There are trails for
skiers of all levels.

4941, ext. 5041; 18-hole greens
fees, $39 for resort guests) or its
Woodstone Meadows Golf
Course (540-289-4919, ext.
65041; 18-hole greens fees, $39
for resort guests), which offer a
variety of challenges for both
duffers and pros. The resort
also has Woodstone Driving
Range (540-289-4919, ext. 6504;
small buckets, $6) for those of us
who like to practice, practice,
practice. And the range stays
open from late June through
August for Night Drive (dusk
until 10:30 p.m.), complete with
music and glow-in-the-dark
golf balls. One more seasonal
treat: ice cream at the Dog
Shack (540-289-4919, ext. 65355;
single scoops, $3.50), set near the
driving range and open for the
summer.
Indoor Adventures
I’m not really the outdoorsy
type, so my first stop was the
Spa at Massanutten (540289-4040; manicures from $35)
for a manicure. Massanutten
Resort also has more than 100
crafts and activities to choose
from, including tie-dyeing,
jewelry making, cooking
demonstrations, movie nights,

shows, and spa classes (540289-4040; classes, from $20 a
person) that teach how to take
care of your nails, make body
scrubs, and more. The recently
renovated art studio at the
Massanutten Fitness & Rec
Club (540-289-4987) is open
on weekdays year-round and
is a great place for families and
friends to get creative.
Seasonal Celebrations
Festivals, concerts, and live
events are always fun, especially
when you’re on vacation. At
Massanutten Resort, you can
find a festival in every season.
In the spring, there’s ValleyFest

(valleyfestbeerandwine.com;
admission, $35), where you
can enjoy local beer and wine
or shop for crafts while live
music is played. Summer Jam
(admission, $20) has something
for the entire family, while at
Fall Festival (admission, $15)
you can take in gorgeous foliage
on a scenic chairlift ride (tickets,
$5 a person), check out local
art vendors, and listen to live
music. And in March 2020, the
third annual Snow Moon Fest
(admission pricing not available
at press time) returns to celebrate
all things winter. Popular festival
features include an arctic
plunge, a 4K race/walk, live
music, fireworks, and a parade.

Ñ
From snowboard to surfboard
in the Flowrider wave pool.

Water, Water, Everywhere
You don’t have to be 6 years
old to love a good water park.
At Massanutten Resort, you’ll
find waterworks that will keep
everyone in your party splashing
year-round. Massanutten
WaterPark (540-437-3340;
day passes, $40 for visitors 42”
tall and over) is made up of an
outdoor park open Memorial
Day weekend through Labor
Day as well as an indoor park
that’s open in every season. The
indoor water park spans three
stories and includes a water
fortress with a giant tipping
bucket; waterslides; lazy rivers;
a Frog Pond for the little ones;
hot tubs; and a FlowRider surf
simulator. The park also has an
entertainment complex with
dining options, shops, and an
arcade.
Shop Till You Drop
From spa products and outdoor
gear to everything you might
need for a great day at the
water park, you can find it right
on the mountain. The resort’s
newest store, Massanutten
Fun Factory (540-289-4023;
single scoops, $2.50), sells unique
items and gifts in a whimsical
Ñ
The indoor water park
provides year-round
aquatic fun.
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Ñ
Massanutten Resort
has plenty to do
year-round.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF VACATION VILLAGE RESORTS

atmosphere. While you shop,
you can enjoy a scoop of ice
cream or an Italian ice. There’s
also a candy corner, where
you can sample classic sweets.
But there’s more than sugar to
indulge in. You can pick up toys,
books, jewelry, retro games, and
kids’ clothing, too, as well as
personalized ice cream bowls.
Then There’s the Food
Massanutten Resort’s Campfire
Grill (540-289-5794; dinner for
two, $24) needs to be exposed
for what it is: delightful,
delicious, and decadent. As
you enter, you may feel a bit
nostalgic. The décor is based
on what it’s like to camp in
Shenandoah Valley National
Park, but don’t let the rustic
appeal of the space—with its
outdoor smokers, firepits, and
live music—fool you. Executive
chef Michael Ritenour’s take on
camp fare is foodie heaven.
We were treated to appetizers
on the patio as a fabulous band
played to set the mood. There
was a simple bruschetta with
hand-pulled mozzarella and a
pizza topped with local treats—
but my favorite was the shrimp
and corn bread, which had
flavors any grandparent would
be proud to serve.
For dinner, we moved indoors,
starting with a mixed green
salad and continuing on with
the Three Creeks Sampler, a
platter of tenderloin with gulf
shrimp, pan-fried trout, and local
chicken served on a bed of rice
and vegetables. The fresh grilled
corn had sweet kernels that
popped right off the cob, and
was simply perfect.
We then had the most amazing
campfire dessert: s’mores with
thick homemade graham
crackers. We made them in true
campfire style, over the firepits.
These childhood favorites
captured the heart of every adult.

What’s New at Massanutten Resort

E-MOUNTAIN BIKES

NORTHERN LIGHTS

Massanutten Mountain
Bike Park (540-289-4957;
lift and trail use, $38 a day)
now includes electric
mountain bikes in its
rental fleet that you can
use to tackle the mountain. Although the bikes
aren’t allowed on the lifts
that service the park, you
can ride them on some
of the Bike Park trails or
the Western Slope trails.
You can also ride them
around the resort, on the
roads, or in the parking
lots. The e-mountain bikes
are pedal assist, which
means they have power
only when you’re pedaling
them. They can go up to
20 miles per hour.

TUBING

ZIP-LINE C ANOPY TOUR

Massanutten Resort’s
Family Adventure Park
(540-289-4042, ext. 5022;
pricing varies by activity)
has plenty to do. Your
family can go zip-lining or
tubing, play in the bounce
house, or explore the
Kids’ Adventure Course or
Ridge Rappel & Climbing
Excursion. The zip-line
canopy tour has been
expanded to include two
new zip lines and four
new obstacle-course
bridges. There’s also a new
staircase to the first tower,
making the canopy tour
more accessible.

You don’t have to stop
snow tubing when the
sun sets, thanks to Massanutten Resort’s new
Northern Lights Tubing
(540-289-4954; two-hour
weekday tubing sessions,
$25 a person). Neon lights
and music add to the
fun, turning the hill into
a family-friendly party.
You can even purchase
glow sticks at the Family
Adventure Park or the
General Store.

SPA SERVICES

Massanutten Resort now
offers two more great
services for spa-goers: the
MULTI-S.A.L.T. Booth
(10-minute sessions, $20 a
person) and the Infrared
Dry Sauna (30-minute
sessions, $30 a person).
The booth uses dry salt
therapy to help improve
your skin’s appearance and
promote better breathing and sleep, while the
infrared sauna heats your
body directly instead of
warming the whole room.

REAL ESC APES

I also tried one of the
resort’s three escape
rooms (multiple locations;
540-289-4046; hour-long
escape-room sessions, from
$25 a person)—it was fun.

You can take on the mob,
search for a jewel in Zanzibar, or perform a rescue
mission on VooDoo Island.
And for a truly immersive
adventure, you can now
sign up for one of Real
Escapes’ virtual reality
games (30-minute packages, $35 a person).

SKI LESSONS

Massanutten Resort is
partnering with Snow
Operating so that, starting
with the 2019 to 2020 ski
season, skiing and snowboarding instructors will
incorporate the terrainbased learning method
into their lessons. This
method teaches first-time
skiers and snowboarders
to use the terrain to naturally control their speeds.

DEAL DAYS

Mark your calendar for
Black Friday (November
29) and Cyber Monday
(December 2), when you
can find some of the
biggest deals for lodging,
golf, water parks, skiing,
and other Massanutten
Resort favorites. Check
out the Massanutten
Resort Facebook page for
promotions—available
only in a limited quantity
and for a limited time. You
could save up to 60 percent on what just might
be the perfect present for
a friend or family member.

Many of the products and services listed in this publication are provided by third party guides, vendors and service providers (“Third Parties”). RCI does not make any representations
regarding the availability of or endorse any of these products or services. RCI expressly denies any liability for an individual’s engagement and use of Third Parties services. Additional fees,
terms and conditions, and restrictions may apply and are subject to change.
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Shopping along
Worth Avenue in Palm
Beach. Opposite: The
Hakuna Matata takes
travelers on tours of
West Palm Beach.
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discovering
T H E PA L M B E AC H E S

How to plan an
affordable getaway
on Florida’s ritzy
Atlantic Coast
BY TERRY WARD
PHOTOGRAPHS BY
PAMELA PASCO

THE PALM BEACHES are home to one of the wealthiest
zip codes in the country (we’re looking at you, Palm Beach).
Here, mega-yachts dwarf mansions, and yet there is a
surprising array of great, wallet-friendly experiences to
be had if you know where to find them. Over the course of
a day, you can stroll through a Japanese-inspired bamboo
garden, spot an octopus in a shipwreck along a snorkel
trail, or sip a cocktail from a pineapple next to the surf.
The Palm Beaches, it turns out, might just be Florida’s most
entertaining patch of coastline. Here’s how to do it right.

GETTING AROUND
Made up of 39 communities spanning mellow beach towns, interior farmlands, glitzy coastal enclaves, and everything in between,
the Palm Beaches area stretches about 40 miles from Jupiter in
the north to Boca Raton in the south and lies about an hour north
of Miami and two and a half hours southeast of Orlando.
Consider renting a car to make the most of your time here,
whether you decide to spend most of your vacation lounging on a
beautiful beach, diving fork-first into one of Florida’s best foodie
scenes, or shuttling the kids to the excellent family parks, playgrounds, and nature centers. You’ll hardly run out of things to do,
whether you spend a few days, a week, or longer.
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From left: Eau Spa's
signature rubber ducks
sneak a kiss by the Jacuzzi;
sun, sand, and surf on
Hypoluxo Island; mussels
with roasted shallots, whitewine chili broth, and fresh
tomatoes at 50 Ocean.

West Palm Beach

It makes sense to start your explorations
in the center of the Palm Beaches in West
Palm Beach, the largest city in Palm Beach
County (it still feels like more of a town,
especially along its main drag, Clematis
Street). Diverse cultures swirl in the
pedestrian-friendly downtown area, where
there’s always something going on.
The biggest date on the city’s 2019 cultural calendar (and arguably all of Florida’s)
was the February reopening of the Norton
Museum of Art (1450 Dixie Hwy.; 561832-5196; adults, $18; norton.org; children 12
and under, free). New gardens designed by
celebrated architect Lord Norman Foster
(his first gardens specifically for a museum)
and a spectacularly modernistic entrance
are among the $100 million in upgrades.
After you’ve browsed the exhibitions,
you’re only a mile south of Clematis Street,
where free trolleys cruise by great nightlife,
restaurants, and shopping. If you’re feeling
peckish, Tapeo (118 S. Clematis St.; 561-5140811; tapeotapas.com; dinner for two, $60*)
conjures Galicia with Spanish-inspired
murals designed by a New York graffiti artist and dishes such as authentic paella and
“Pulpo a la Gallega” (octopus). A few doors
down, the whimsical Sloan’s Ice Cream
(112 S. Clematis St.; 561-833-3335; sloansice
cream.com; cones for two, $10) scoops rotating homemade flavors, some with chunks of
Krispy Kreme doughnuts.
It’s just a few steps from there to a dock
on the Intracoastal Waterway, where Visit
Palm Beach (100 N. Clematis St.; 561-8819757; visitpalmbeach.com; cruises, from $30 a
person; children 12 and under, from $15) runs
daytime tours and sunset cruises on the
Hakuna Matata catamaran. Guests break
out cheese trays and plastic bottles of wine
they’ve brought along (you can BYOB or
try the house rum punch and other drinks
from the onboard bar) and settle in, gliding
past mind-blowing yachts and waterside
mansions, with in-the-know commentary
from the captain along the way.
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Just north of West Palm Beach, the Phil
Foster Park Artificial Reef and Snorkel
Trail (900 Blue Heron Blvd., Riviera Beach;
561-966-6600; admission, free) explores the
fascinating underwater world within the
Intracoastal Waterway. An hour before high
tide is the best time to enter the water right
from the shore (no boat required); as the
tide changes, the water turns crystal clear.
Experienced snorkelers can explore on their
own, but it’s worth considering enlisting a
guide from Pura Vida Divers (2513 Beach
Ct., Riviera Beach; 561-840-8750; puravida
divers.com; daily snorkel-gear rentals, $17;
snorkel tours, $50 a person, including guide and
gear). You’ll swim over small shipwrecks in
20 feet of water where sea turtles, manatees,

and even eagle rays are often spotted during
the summer, along with year-round residents, such as octopuses and seahorses.

Ô
CROSSING THE BRIDGE TO

Palm Beach

From West Palm Beach, drive east across
the Intracoastal Waterway to reach the
barrier island of Palm Beach, the wintering
grounds of America’s elite since railroad
tycoon Henry Flagler began developing the
area in the late 19th century.
You may want to explore the island on
a driving or bicycle tour with Leslie Diver
of Island Living Tours (561-309-5790;
islandlivingpb.com; driving tours, from $45
*Estimated meal prices do not include drinks, tax, or tip.

the like, dine on Instagram-worthy charcuterie boards or sit outside with an espresso and a slice of divine St. Honoré cake at
Sant Ambroeus (340 Royal Poinciana Way,
Suite 304; 561-285-7990; santambroeus.com;
prix-fixe lunch for two, $70). The restaurant
is midcentury modern all the way, and the
Royal Poinciana Plaza shopping area, where
it’s located, is cheerful and a little more lowkey than Worth Avenue.

Ô
LAID-BACK

Lake Worth Beach

a person for 90 minutes; biking tours, from
$35 a person, excluding bike rental). The
longtime local shares fascinating tales of
the town’s residents as you cruise past
the Mediterranean-style mansions lining
South Ocean Boulevard and pop into interior courtyards secreted away on Worth
Avenue that were designed by Addison
Mizner, Palm Beach’s best-known architect. “People love to hear about how our
residents live,” Diver says. “Nobody ever
leaves the tour—or Palm Beach, for that
matter—underwhelmed.”
Diver’s tours often depart from the parking lot at the Henry Morrison Flagler
Museum (1 Whitehall Way; 561-655-2833;
flaglermuseum.us; adults, $18; children
13–17, $10; children 6–12, $3; children 5 and
under, free), where railway exhibits and the
sometimes scandalous stories of Florida’s
Gilded Age come to life in an estate that
Flagler built in 1902 for his third wife.
You can also consider taking the roughly
five-mile-long waterfront Lake Trail on your
own by renting a bike from the Palm Beach
Bicycle Trail Shop (50 Cocoanut Row,
Suite 117; 561-659-4583; palmbeachbicycle
.com; rentals, $20 an hour; $39 a half-day; $49
for 24 hours). To reach the most scenic part,
pedal south from the shop all the way to elegant Worth Avenue, known for its couture
retailers and pretty architecture.
For a fabulous meal in a part of Palm
Beach that’s reinventing itself with moreyouthful shops, outdoor yoga sessions, and

Continuing south along the ocean from
Worth Avenue, it’s about six miles to the
no-frills beach town of Lake Worth Beach.
The town itself is set inland, with the beach
easily reached (about a mile away) across
the Lake Avenue Bridge.
To go for a dip in its crystalline waters
(the Gulf Stream swings close to the Florida
coastline in the Palm Beaches), drive east
to cross the bridge and park at the lot at the
William O. Lockhart Municipal Pier
(10 S. Ocean Blvd.; 561-582-3474; rental of two
lounge chairs, an umbrella, and a table, $15 an
hour), where you’ll find beach umbrellas and
chairs for rent on a sugary stretch of sand.
On the pier, Benny’s on the Beach (10
S. Ocean Blvd.; 561-582-9001; bennysonthe
beach.com; lunch for two, $50) serves peeland-eat shrimp, jumbo crab cakes, and
cocktails in hollowed-out pineapples.
Cross the bridge once more and
continue west to the town of Lake Worth
Beach itself, where unpretentious watering holes host live music and an annual
street painting held each February has left
a legacy of colorful murals around town
(look for the particularly moving Martin
Luther King Jr. mural on the Cultural
Council’s headquarters).
Paradiso Ristorante (625 Lucerne
Ave.; 561-547-2500; paradisolakeworth
.com; dinner for two, $70) is a tucked-away
and locally beloved Italian spot run by an
Amalfi Coast native known for his delectable branzino al sale, a Mediterranean sea
bass cooked in a salt crust and ceremoniously cracked open tableside.
A few miles southeast of Lake Worth
Beach, on a quiet private beach in the South
Palm Beach area, you can indulge yourself
at the award-winning 42,000-square-foot

Eau Spa (100 S. Ocean Blvd., Manalapan;
561-540-4960; eaupalmbeach.com; 60-minute
massages, from $175), considered unique in
the country for its unapologetically selfcentric approach to wellness and its inviting outdoor spaces where you can swing in
a chair over a reflecting pool.

Ô

Delray Beach
DELIGHTS

Drive about 20 minutes south along the
scenic coastal road (A1A) to Delray Beach, a
fun-loving beach town that’s more upscale
than Lake Worth Beach but still casual at
its core. A perch overlooking the Atlantic from the second-story restaurant 50
Ocean (50 S. Ocean Blvd.; 561-278-3364;
50ocean.com; lunch for two, $50) will make
you want to beeline across the street to
Delray’s main beach after feasting on the
mussels sautéed in chili-spiked broth.
For a romantic dinner, try the port-wineglazed salmon at Atlantic Grille (1000 E.
Atlantic Ave.; 561-665-4900; theatlanticgrille
.com; dinner for two, $80), inside the Seagate
Hotel & Spa, where moon jellyfish propel
themselves to mesmerizing effect around
the restaurant’s centerpiece aquarium.
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Pinball machines and
arcade games aren’t just
for show at the Silverball
Museum. Right: A baby
sea turtle at the Gumbo
Limbo Nature Center’s
rehabilitation center.

Along Delray’s pedestrian-friendly Atlantic Avenue, you can browse independent
restaurants and shops. Antica Sartoria
(512 E. Atlantic Ave.; 561-501-7977; antica
sartoria.us) is particularly noteworthy for its
collection of beaded and shell-embellished
beach cover-ups inspired by Positano, Italy.
It’s a short and pleasant stroll west along
Atlantic Avenue from there to the Silverball Museum (19 NE Third Ave.; 561266-3294; silverballmuseum.com; one-hour
sessions, $12; day passes, $15), which is actually a Jersey Shore–inspired arcade room
where pinball wizards of all ages push the
flappers on vintage machines, and a disco
ball and rugs strewn across wooden floors
complete the quirky living-room vibe.
You’ll need to jump back in the car to head
inland to experience another one of Delray’s gems: the Morikami Museum and
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Japanese Gardens (4000 Morikami Park
Rd.; 561-495-0233; morikami.org; adults, $15;
children 6–17, $9; children 5 and under, free).
On 200 acres once owned by a Japanese immigrant who started a pineapple plantation,
you can spot koi swimming in a large pond
and iguanas, marvel at an impressive bonsai
collection, and stroll through a bamboo
forest. “There might not be a more peaceful
place in the entire world than the Morikami’s
bamboo forest,” says Florida photographer
Nick Zantop, a loyal visitor since childhood.

Ô

Boca Raton’s
FAMILY FUN

Thirteen miles south of Delray is Boca
Raton, another oceanside community
chock-full of waterfront mansions, golf
courses, and enough passing yachts to

give you whiplash. Lots of families go to
Mizner Park (327 Plaza Real; 561-3620606; miznerpark.com), a pleasant outdoor
retail center with shops, galleries, and a
movie theater, but Boca’s natural side is the
true highlight for vacationing families.
Let the kids burn off some energy at
Sugar Sand Park (300 S. Military Trail;
561-347-3900; sugarsandpark.org; admission,
free), a playground to end all playgrounds.
There’s a carousel, a sea-creature-themed
splash pad, and a three-story “science playground” with interactive areas that put the
principles of gravity and motion into play.
On a beautiful beach day, spread out a
towel at Red Reef Park (1400 N. Ocean
Blvd.; 561-393-7974; mybocaparks.org; admission, free), a 67-acre oceanfront park where
the dunes are undeveloped and waves
crash on a beautiful shore.
Across from the park’s beach, nature
lovers can pull over at Gumbo Limbo
Nature Center (1801 N. Ocean Blvd.; 561544-8605; gumbolimbo.org; admission, $5
suggested donation), where a quarter-milelong boardwalk winds past gumbo limbo
trees and strangler figs. You may spot a
red-bellied woodpecker stalking a trunk or
a five-lined skink (an endemic lizard). One
of the center’s facilities rehabilitates rescued sea turtles for eventual release back
into the wild. Getting up close with native
wildlife is as pure Florida as it gets and may
just be the highlight of your getaway.
See page 15 for additional terms.

STAY

Ñ
Enjoy scenic ocean
views from your
private balcony.

PA L M B E A C H , F L O R I D A

Palm Beach Shores
Resort and Vacation Villas

Ò
Roomy living
spaces offer
the comforts
of home.

Palm Beach Shores, Florida
Palm Beach Shores Resort and
Vacation Villas is an oceanfront
paradise on South Florida’s Singer
Island. With the Intracoastal
Waterway on one side and the
Atlantic Ocean on the other, the
resort sits on a pristine stretch
of sand just minutes from West
Palm Beach. Guests can lie out
on a private beach, eat at the
full-service restaurant, and enjoy
a range of water sports during
their stay.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF VACATION VILLAGE RESORTS

Make Yourself at Home
Palm Beach Shores Resort and
Vacation Villas offers two-room

suites, each with a living room,
dining room, fully appointed
kitchen, and master bedroom.
The private balconies afford
picturesque views of the Atlantic
Ocean, Singer Island, or the resort’s tropical courtyard and pool.
Have a Whale of a Time
The resort’s activities department is dedicated to providing
exciting things for guests to do
on the property. Travelers can
take advantage of the resort’s
many offerings:
•
Private beach
•
Tiki bar

•

MAKE A SPLASH
Sure, you can savor the
ocean’s calming sights
and sounds by relaxing
on the resort’s private
beach. But when you’re
itching for something
more active, you can
rent paddleboards,
surfboards, kayaks,
WaveRunners, snorkeling
equipment, and more
on-site. Sunset cruises,
kayak tours, and boat
rentals are also available
for booking.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Oversize swimming pool
and hot tub
Full-service restaurant
Live entertainment
Day spa
Kids’ camp
Organized games
Water sports

Never Go Hungry
The Islander Grill and Tiki Bar
offers full-service beachfront
dining with live entertainment
and warm hospitality. Thanks
to a menu full of tempting
seafood and American fare,
it may be difficult to choose
just one dish. So why not
get the island experience at
every meal?
BREAKFAST Consider the Eggstravaganza, two eggs served
however you like with potatoes
or grits and a choice of toast
or a biscuit.
LUNCH There’s no need to go
far when you’re ready to take
a break from lounging by the
pool. Fuel up at the grill with
the Islander burger, loaded with
grilled onions, mushrooms,
bacon, and American cheese.
Prefer something lighter? The
gourmet pizza is also a crowdpleaser.
DINNER After a full day of water
sports or relaxing on the private
beach, indulge in the Twin Lobster Tails, served with potatoes
and veggies. Or, if you’re craving
turf over surf, order the juicy filet
mignon.
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The Power of RCI.com
RCI® puts the world of vacation exchange at your fingertips—
but with access to more than 4,300 resorts in nearly 110 countries,
how do you find the vacation that’s right for you?
RCI.com helps make planning your next vacation a snap!

ACCOUNT DASHBOARD
AND MY ACCOUNT PAGE
You have your account information
right at your fingertips. Click “My
Account” to see your vital stats in
your Account Dashboard, and then
click “Go to My Account” for a
complete view of
all your member
information.

FAST AND EASY SEARCH
As soon as you log in to RCI.com,
you’re ready to go! You begin with all
available exchange options. Just start
typing in a destination, and the site will
start narrowing down to your results
even before you click “Search.” Or click
on the map to search your desired
destination. Add your preferred time
frame to further customize your results.

PLUS:

SEARCH LIKE A PRO
Once you have logged in and narrowed down your results, click on “View Advanced Filters”
for powerful search tools.
VACATION TYPES Use this
filter to look for destinations
worldwide that meet your
needs. If you know you want
a beach vacation, click the
check box for “Beaches”; the
numbers next to each type
show you exactly how many
vacations are available.
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RESORT ACTIVITIES If you
know what you’d like to do on
vacation, or if you want to try
something new—windsurfing,
anyone?—and are considering
a variety of destinations, this
is a great way to refine your
search. Click on your desired
activities and your results will
be filtered accordingly.

RESORT AMENITIES This is
a great tool for narrowing
down your search to specific
resorts after you’ve picked
your vacation type. For
example, if a pool is a must
for your family, this filter will
show you only the resorts
that have pools.

YOU CAN
TAKE IT
WITH YOU
RCI.com is
designed
to look great
and function
seamlessly
no matter
what device
you are viewing
the website on.
Access your account and start a
search wherever you are, anytime!

More Choice and Flexibility with RCI®
RCI® Subscribing Membership comes with value, convenience, and savings.
RCI subscribing members get access
to exclusive vacation experiences, a
wide range of options, and flexibility
in planning and booking a trip. Here
are just some of the perks:

LAST CALLSM
VACATIONS
Last-minute
weeklong resort
vacations, starting as
low as $269USD per
week, available to
book 45 days or less
before check-in.2

HOTEL DISCOUNTS
Receive up to 20 percent off
the best available rate at more
than 7,000 hotel destinations
around the world.4

CRUISE VACATIONS
Get great rates on the
purchase of thousands
of select cruises!
GUEST CERTIFICATES
Share Extra Vacations℠
getaways and
Last Call℠ vacations
with your nonmember
family and friends.1

EXTRA VACATIONSSM
GETAWAYS
Cash vacations, with
no deposit necessary,
for seven-night getaways.
Prices start as low as
$399usd per week
(only $57usd per night)—
that’s often less than
the cost of a hotel!3

ENDLESS VACATION ® MAGAZINE
Get ideas and inspiration for your next trip,
delivered directly to your doorstep or on your
Apple or Android device. Download the
Endless Vacation magazine app—it’s full of
bonus content, including video, photo galleries,
360-degree panoramas and more.5

1
Guest certificate recipient must be at least 21 years of age. Certain fees and time restrictions may apply. 2Prices quoted for Last CallSM vacations are on-line prices in USD and include savings off
the Call Center price. 3Extra VacationsSM getaways prices are based on a seven-night stay. You won’t have to exchange your vacation week or points. 4Available at participating hotels, see RCI.com
for terms and conditions. 5Endless Vacation® magazine is an independent publication and has not been authorized, sponsored or otherwise approved by Apple Inc. Apple and the Apple logo are
registered trademarks of Apple Inc. registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google Play and the Google Play logo are registered trademarks of Google LLC.
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6

Travel Tips
for Vacation
Success

1

Check the date
on your passport.
Most countries will not
permit a traveler to enter
unless his or her passport
is set to expire at least six
months after the final day
of travel. If your passport
has less than six months
remaining until the expiration date, you should renew
it right away.

2

Make sure your
license is REAL ID
compliant.
Beginning Oct. 1, 2020,
if you plan to use your
state-issued ID or license
to fly within the U.S.,
it will need to be REAL
ID compliant. Adult
passengers 18 and over
must show valid identification at the airport checkpoint in order to travel.

3

Take the stress
out of packing.
Having a packing
list that you can hold
and mark up will help you
remember what you need
to take with you so you
don’t stress over forgetting
your toothbrush.

4

Scan your important
documents and email
them to yourself.
It’s important to have
backup copies of your
important information in
case it gets lost. Scan a
copy of your ID, passport,
and credit cards.

5

Invest in a city
attraction card.
If you are going to
visit a lot of attractions in a
short period of time, a city
pass is going to save you
money on admission to top
museums, sites, and more.

6

Book your flight
the right way.
Make sure that you
change your browser to
“incognito mode,” otherwise the site will start
bumping up the flight costs
because they know that
you have previously visited.
For those looking for the
best time to book flights,
Tuesdays are your best bet.
Airlines announce their best
deals on Monday nights, so
by Tuesday afternoon, all
other airlines will try and
match those deals.

P RO TI P For additional information and to access the
downloadable packing list, RCI Weeks subscribing
members visit RCI.com/WeeksVI. RCI Points subscribing
members visit RCI.com/PointsVI.
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A Higher Level With
RCI Platinum® Membership
Experience priority access and more with RCI Platinum® membership.

PHOTOS: ISTOCKPHOTO (2)

TRAVEL CONCIERGE
Receive access to the
comfort, care, and
attention of personal
assistance coordinators,
available 24/7 to respond
by phone to virtually any
travel-related request,
large or small.1

EXCLUSIVE SALES AND SAVINGS
You save 10 percent on Extra
VacationsSM getaways and Last
CallSM vacations, even those already
on sale. Plus, you get first dibs on
Extra VacationsSM getaway sales!
You’re also able to see (and book)
Extra Vacations getaway sales one
day earlier than standard RCI
members.1, 2

PRIORITY ACCESS
Get exclusive access to
exchange vacations at select
hotels and resorts before
they’re made available to
standard RCI members for
exchange.

FREE ONGOING
SEARCH
Can’t find the vacation
you’re looking for right
now? We’ll keep a
lookout for you 24/7
and you won’t be
charged your exchange
fee until we find a
match.

For full rules of the RCI Platinum membership, please visit RCI.com/PlatinumRules.
AIG Travel provides assistance through coordination, negotiation and consultation using an extensive network of worldwide providers. Expenses for goods and services
provided by third parties are the responsibility of the RCI Subscribing Member. 2The 10% discount does not apply to RCI Platinum member exclusive vacation offers.

1
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@t_antoinette
Palm Beach Shores Resort
and Vacation Villas

@mariamnash23
Palm Beach Shores Resort
and Vacation Villas

Vacations Made
for Memories
@mrsemkeeling
The Berkley, Orlando

Owners and guests share some of their favorite
moments at the Vacation Village family of resorts.
#vacationvillage

@sabrena_82
Vacation Village at Parkway

@gabifuller
Vacation Village at Parkway

@jmilllzzz
Vacation Village in the Berkshires

@efrain_cooper
The Berkley, Orlando

@mo.burn
Berkshire Mountain Lodge

@annsmarty
Vacation Village in the Berkshires
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@privelez
Mizner Place at Weston Town Center

@adriana_rojas_official18
Vacation Village at Bonaventure

@pisuj
The Grandview at Las Vegas

@lamiliya
Vacation Village at Weston

@ohyeahjess
The Berkley, Las Vegas

@kenedram
The Cliffs at Peace Canyon

@shellegutelius
The Grandview
at Las Vegas

@greenheiress
Massanutten Resort

@teeleiii
Williamsburg Plantation

@nikki.shytle
Massanutten Resort

NOTE: BY SUBMITTING PHOTOS OR STORIES TO VACATION VILLAGE RESORTS
AND/OR RCI, YOU REPRESENT THAT YOU OWN OR HAVE THE NECESSARY
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Road
TWO FOR
THE

		

Why not add
a second leg to
your getaway?
BY BR OOKE POR TER K ATZ

Virginia’s SHENANDOAH VALLEY, Washington’s PUGET SOUND,
the MIAMI AREA , and the COLORADO ROCKIES—
		
all of these places are popular weeklong vacation destinations.
In the spirit of spontaneity, here are four fun side trips to extend your adventure somewhere new.
			
All that’s left to do? Press the pedal and explore.
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The National
Air and Space
Museum, on the
National Mall.

Washington, D.C.
THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY SIDE TRIP

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY is a great vacation spot—it’s
home to a flourishing farm-to-fork movement, not to mention the
many outdoor adventures afforded by Shenandoah National Park.
But once you’ve had your fill of kayaking and hiking, you may crave
the city scene. Enter Washington, D.C., about 100 miles away.
Consider beginning with The Wharf (wharfdc.com), a 24-acre,
$2.5 billion waterfront district with tons of green space, more than
50 shops, and 20 restaurants. From there, it’s a 20-minute walk to
the National Mall (nps.gov), where you’ll have your pick of presidential monuments, war memorials, and Smithsonian museums—
all of which are free. A few Smithsonian standouts: the recently
renovated Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

(1050 Independence Ave. SW; 202-633-1000; freersackler.si.edu;
admission, free)—two connected spaces dedicated to art from
Asia—and the kid-approved National Air and Space Museum
(Independence Ave. at Sixth St. SW; 202-633-2214; airandspace.si.edu;
admission, free). Don’t miss the 1903 Wright Flyer and an A320
flight-deck simulator.
A little northeast of the Washington Monument sits the groundbreaking National Museum of African American History and
Culture (1400 Constitution Ave. NW; 844-750-3012; nmaahc.si.edu;
admission, free), which opened in the fall of 2016. (The following year its lead designer, David Adjaye, was the sole architect on
Time’s 100 most influential people list.) Timed tickets are available
online three months in advance and get snatched up quickly, so
schedule your visit as early as you can.
North of the Mall, Succotash (915 F St. NW; 202-849-6933;
succotashrestaurant.com; dinner for two, $72*) is the latest from
James Beard Award nominee Edward Lee. Its Southern menu nods
to the chef’s Korean roots with dishes such as “dirty” fried chicken
in gochujang sauce, blue cheese, pickles, and nori flakes. During
happy hour, which runs from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Friday, there are $1.50 smoked chicken wings and fewer crowds.
If you would rather explore without a plan, walkable areas
abound, including Dupont Circle and Logan Circle. You’re sure
to stumble upon a boutique or bakery that beckons you inside.

*Estimated meal prices do not include drinks, tax, or tip. See page 15 for additional terms.
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Colorful Bar Melusine,
in Capitol Hill. Opposite,
clockwise from top:
Aboard the African
Queen; a dolphin at
Dolphins Plus; crab cakes
and conch salad from
Alabama Jack's.

Seattle
THE PUGET SOUND SIDE TRIP

WITH ITS WATERFRONT location, vibrant neighborhoods
and top-notch food scene, Seattle understandably ranks as one of
the country’s best places to live. You can experience the highlights in
just a few days—all within driving distance of a Puget Sound escape.
Start off at the Olympic Sculpture Park (2901 Western Ave.;
206-654-3100; seattleartmuseum.org; admission, free), a former industrial site that now houses works by the likes of Ellsworth Kelly, Louise Bourgeois, and Alexander Calder. From there, it’s a 20-minute
walk to the famed Pike Place Market (First Ave. and Pike St.; 206682-7453; pikeplacemarket.org), a hive of activity where vendors hawk
fresh produce; fishmongers toss salmon; artisans peddle locally
made jewelry, soap, and other goodies; and chefs cook up meals in
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30-plus restaurants. (It’s also home to the original Starbucks, and
a short walk from Seattle’s waterfront Ferris wheel.)
A 10-minute drive east, the Capitol Hill neighborhood is filled
with popular places to eat, such as the seafood-focused Bar
Melusine (1060 E. Union St.; 206-900-8808; barmelusine.com; dinner for two, $65). Whatever you order, consider starting with some
raw Washington oysters. To sample the sweet side of Bar Melusine
chef-owner Renee Erickson—the James Beard Foundation’s Best
Chef: Northwest in 2016—just head next door. There you’ll find her
cult-favorite doughnut shop, General Porpoise (1020 E. Union St.;
206-900-8770; gpdoughnuts.com; doughnuts for two, $8), where flavors
range from chocolate marshmallow to lemon curd. A stone’s throw
away is Bar Ferdinand (1424 11th Ave.; 206-693-2434; barferdinand
seattle.com; dinner for two, $90), from Matt Dillon, another James
Beard Award winner, known for his work at Sitka & Spruce (1531
Melrose Ave.; 206-324-0662; sitkaandspruce.com; dinner for two, $70)
and The London Plane (300–322 Occidental Ave. S.; 206-624-1374;
thelondonplaneseattle.com; dinner for two, $50). Dillon’s newest
venture is a great spot for a predinner glass of something; the chalkboard menu lists bottles from family-owned small-batch wineries.
If you’re in the mood for a little shopping, detour to Pioneer
Square. Clementines (310 Occidental Ave. S.; 206-935-9400;
clementines.com) is a go-to for on-trend women’s shoes from
designers such as Kat Maconie and eco-friendly Coclico.
See page 15 for additional terms.

Key Largo
THE MIAMI-AREA SIDE TRIP

THE MIAMI AREA isn’t just the gateway to the Everglades
and the beaches of the southeastern coast, but also to the island
of Key Largo, 82 miles south. And you can drive the whole way
there thanks to the Overseas Highway.
On this upper (and largest) part of the Florida Keys island
chain, you’ll find John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park
(entrance at Overseas Hwy. mile 102.5; 305-451-6300; pennekamp
park.com; admission, $8 a vehicle), where you can take your pick of
snorkeling, kayaking, canoeing, scuba diving, and glass-bottom
boat tours. Another way to get on the water is on the African
Queen with Calypso Sailing (99701 Overseas Hwy.; 305-451-8080;
africanqueenflkeys.com; cruises, $59; children 4–12, $29.50; children
See page 15 for additional terms.

3 and under, free), which rides along the Port Largo canals in the
boat from the 1951 film starring Humphrey Bogart and Katharine
Hepburn. You can’t go wrong with crab cakes and conch salad at
Alabama Jack’s (58000 Card Sound Rd.; 305-248-8741; dinner for
two, $32). Or try Mrs. Mac’s Kitchen (99336 Overseas Hwy.;
305-451-3722; mrsmacskitchen.com; dinner for two, $50), a classic restaurant in the middle of the island. Expect large portions
whether you order the blackened fresh snapper or signature chili.
If you want to get up close to the marine life, be sure to visit
Dolphins Plus (101900 Overseas Hwy.; 877-365-2683; dolphins
plus.com; programs, from $165 a person). The center is on the Gulf
of Mexico and offers several ways to interact with Atlantic bottlenose dolphins, from swimming to being a trainer for a day.
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Denver
THE COLOR ADO ROCKIES SIDE TRIP

ANY VACATION IN the Colorado Rockies benefits from a stop
in Denver, the state’s biggest city. Denver is about 90 miles from
many of the popular mountain towns, a small enough distance
that you can drive into town before, after, or during your getaway.
Food halls have been trending around the world for a few years,
and the Mile High City certainly has its fair share. One of the newest, Milk Market (1800 Wazee St.; 303-792-8242; dairyblock.com;
lunch for two, $30), is inside Dairy Block, a development named for
the old Windsor Dairy in Denver’s LoDo (or Lower Downtown)
neighborhood. There are more than a dozen vendors, including
an Asian bao (steamed bun) spot and a pizzeria—making it ideal
for an impromptu and affordable meal.
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For a more traditional sit-down experience, bistro French 75
(717 17th St.; 303-405-7575; french75denver.com; dinner for two, $90)
serves up classics such as coq au vin and moules frites (steamed
mussels and French fries). It opened in summer 2017 as the 10th
offering from restaurateur Frank Bonanno. A few blocks away,
jazz bar–slash–restaurant Dazzle (1512 Curtis St.; 303-839-5100;
dazzledenver.com; tickets, from free to $40, with a $15 per-person
food and drink minimum) recently moved to a better space in the
historic Baur’s Building. Consider making a reservation for the
Friday lunch, a $13 three-course meal accompanied by live music.
Between meals, the Denver Botanic Gardens (1007 York St.;
720-865-3500; botanicgardens.org; adults, $12.50; children 3–15, $9;
children 2 and under, free) is a nice place to spend an afternoon.
And while the North Building of the Denver Art Museum (100
W. 14th Ave. Pkwy.; 720-865-5000; denverartmuseum.org; adults, $13;
children 18 and under, free) is undergoing a years-long renovation, the Hamilton Building is open seven days a week and was
designed by renowned architect Daniel Libeskind.
See page 15 for additional terms.
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Denver's
skyline.
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Vacation Village
at Weston
Vacation Village at Weston,
Vacation Village at Bonaventure,
and Mizner Place at Weston
Town Center are all in the heart
of Weston Town Center, a spa,
tennis, and golf community in
South Florida. This collection of
properties is also just minutes
from many of the area’s hot spots.
One of the main benefits of
staying in Weston is that the city
serves as a convenient gateway
to Fort Lauderdale, South Beach,
Miami, and the Florida Keys.
Weston is also an ideal base
for exploring Marco Island and
Naples, where accommodations
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are often more expensive.
Set between the Everglades and
Fort Lauderdale, Vacation Village
at Weston is the largest of three
sister resorts and handles checkins for guests of Vacation Village
at Bonaventure. Travelers staying
at any of the three properties can
take advantage of the amenities
at Vacation Village at Weston—
including its main pool, complete
with a waterfall, hot tub, and
smoothie bar.
Dive In
Vacation Village at Weston has a
ton of activities for guests—so

Vacation Village
at Bonaventure

postcards, magnets, and toys—
so you can take home a small
piece of your getaway.
Nearby Attractions
SUN-KISSED BEACHES Less than a
40-minute drive from Weston, the
beautiful shores of Fort Lauderdale are within easy reach. You
can cool off with a refreshing dip
in the Atlantic Ocean.
SAWGR ASS MILLS MALL With
more than 350 stores, Sawgrass
Mills is the largest single-story
outlet mall in the country. Shops
offer everything from fashion,
beauty products, and jewelry to
electronics, sporting equipment,
and toys.

Mizner Place at
Weston Town Center

PHOTOS: FROM FAR LEFT: COURTESY VACATION VILLAGE RESORTS (5); ISTOCKPHOTO

there’s never a dull moment. You
can play bingo or get your heart
pumping at the water aerobics
class. In the afternoons, the resort
hosts pool parties to a playlist
of hits. The music continues in
the evenings, when you can belt
out a favorite tune at karaoke. Or
watch a movie by the pool.
Refresh and Rejuvenate
While you soak up the Florida
sunshine, you can visit the
smoothie bar by the main pool
at Vacation Village at Weston. It’s
open daily and mixes up an array
of flavors, including raspberry,
mango, peach, banana, and more.
Family Fun
Vacation Village at Weston has
a children’s pool with water
features designed for little ones.
Kids are also bound to love the
resort’s family movie screenings,
picnic areas, and playground.
Poolside Snacks
Guests never have to venture
far for a bite. There’s an on-site
deli set by the main pool at
Vacation Village at Weston
that’s open daily and is a great
option if you’re looking for

MAI-K AI POLYNESIAN DINNER

Ñ
A poolside smoothie
keeps things cool at
Vacation Village at
Weston.

something casual. You can pop
in for a quick breakfast, or grab
an afternoon snack or midday
meal. The menu lists omelets,
bagels, muffins, coffee, salads,
sandwiches, wraps, burgers, and
chips.

SHUTTLE SERVICE
One of the benefits of
staying at any of these
Vacation Village resorts
is the complimentary
shuttle service to points
of interest within three
miles of the properties. Stops include
Bonaventure Resort
and Spa, Weston Tennis
Center, restaurants, and
a grocery store. Guests
can also sign up at the
concierge desk for scheduled visits to Sawgrass
Mills Mall.

SHOW The Polynesian Islander
Revue performs nightly in Fort
Lauderdale at Mai-Kai, transporting diners to another time and
place. The tiki bar is reminiscent
of an island getaway.

Ô
Playing with fire at Mai-Kai,
in Fort Lauderdale.

Tropical Gift Shop
Forget something at home?
From sun hats to swimsuits, the
resort’s Tropical Gift Shop has
you covered. You’ll find it open
daily (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) by the
main pool at Vacation Village at
Weston. It’s a convenient place
to grab the necessities without
sacrificing vacation time. Plus,
there are souvenirs—such as
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Art +Design

Brickell City Centre’s
high-tech architecture.
Opposite, from left:
Enjoying the Pérez
Art Museum Miami; The
Miami Dade College
Museum of Art + Design
at night.

IN MIAMI

The culturally curious are flocking across
the bay to three evolving neighborhoods.
BY SHAYLA MAR TIN
FOR YEARS, art lovers have passed over Miami in favor of spending time in Miami
Beach, a barrier-island city separated from Miami by Biscayne Bay. Miami Beach—
and in particular, the neighborhood of South Beach—built its name as an arts
enclave on a trove of Art Deco architecture and since 2001 has hosted the American
edition of Art Basel. But across the bay, the arts are thriving in a set of neighborhoods
within Miami, giving South Beach serious competition. Travelers don’t need to leave
the city in order to check out Brickell’s stately skyscrapers, downtown’s top-notch
museums or the Wynwood Arts District’s eye-catching murals. Inventive meals and
designer cocktails round out the experience, promising fun long after the sun sets.
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BRICKELL
In the early 1900s, affluent residents began
setting up mansions in Brickell, earning
it the nickname Millionaire’s Row. Since
2000, Brickell has cemented itself as a
financial hub, and a new influx of Miami’s
elite followed. Now the skyline is being
reshaped with futuristic towers, and new
projects regularly cut across the horizon.
To fuel up for a day of art and architecture, make your first stop Atelier Monnier
(848 Brickell Ave., Suite 120; 305-456-5015;
ateliermonnier.com; breakfast for two, $20*).
The bistro serves French pastries, including dense yet flaky almond croissants and

*Estimated meal prices do not include drinks, tax, or tip. See page 15 for additional terms.

macarons in seemingly every color of the
rainbow. You can people-watch while
eating outside under the shade of a pink
umbrella and then walk off the snack at
the Brickell City Centre (701 S. Miami
Ave.; 786-572-1791), just a few blocks away.
Arquitectonica, a high-profile experimental
architecture firm steered by Peruvian Bernardo Fort-Brescia and American Laurinda
Hope Spear, led the project. Sustainable
design is at the heart of the $1.05 billion
complex, which contains multiple mixeduse towers as well as 500,000 square feet
of retail space. A thousand-foot climate
ribbon made of steel, fabric, and glass spans
the open concourses in the retail center,
collecting rainwater and channeling the
breeze to cool shoppers as they browse
high-end brands such as watchmaker Audemars Piguet and men’s clothier Kiton.
At lunchtime, Edge Steak & Bar
(Four Seasons Hotel Miami, 1435 Brickell Ave.;
305-381-3190; edgesteakandbar.com; threecourse lunch menu, $25 a person), on the
seventh floor of the bayside Four Seasons
Hotel Miami, offers a three-course menu
(one standout: yellowfin tuna crudo with
jicama and dragonfruit, avocado, ginger
mezcal, and aguachile) on a terrace overlooking a two-acre pool area. The 70-story
hotel houses an extensive art collection
featuring Latin American artists. Highlights
include three oversize bronze sculptures
from Colombia’s Fernando Botero, paintings by Venezuela’s Jesús Rafael Soto, and

photographs taken by Cuban-born María
Martínez-Cañas. Two of Botero’s sculptures mark the building’s entrance, while
his third piece can be found in the seventhfloor lobby.
You can get a taste of 1940s Havana
at El Tucán (1111 SW First Ave.; 305-5350065; eltucanmiami.com; dinner for two,
$90). Thursdays through Saturdays, the
glamorous supper club puts on a cabaret
show, during which performers in ornate

Weston

ARTSY HAND-ON EXHIBITS
OUTSIDE MIAMI

About 40 miles northwest of Miami,
the small 23-year-old city of Weston
is establishing itself as an artist
community, thanks to the efforts
of a dedicated arts council. After
being inspired by the masterworks
in Miami, you can take a painting or
drawing class at Café e Art (location
varies; 214-232-4172; café-e-art
.com; classes, from $30 a person).
For lunch, consider indulging in
hand-rolled pasta or wood-fired
pizza at Sardinian restaurant Zona
Blu (189 Weston Rd.; 954-617-7999;
zonabluweston.com; lunch special
for two, $30). Wrap up the day at
the 55,000-square-foot children’s
museum Young at Art (751 SW
121st Ave., Davie; 954-424-0085;
youngatartmuseum.org; admission,
$14), about 10 miles away in Davie,
where interactive exhibits focus on
the impact art can have on nature
and culture.

Carnival-style costumes and feather headdresses dance to Big Band melodies played
by the 11-piece house orchestra throughout the night. Dinner reservations are
available, but you can also opt for general
admission and sit at the bar.

DOWNTOWN
You’ll find a robust arts scene and a few
examples of ultramodern architecture in
downtown Miami, just north of Brickell.
One of the most remarkable buildings in
the area is on Biscayne Avenue: the One
Thousand Museum (1000 Biscayne Blvd.;
855-663-6873; 1000museum.com), a highrise condominium designed by the late
Zaha Hadid. The Pritzker Prize–winning
architect gave the 62-story tower a curvy
white exoskeleton, which was shipped
from Dubai in more than 4,800 pieces.
Across the street you can stroll through
the 30-acre Maurice A. Ferré Park
(1075 Biscayne Blvd.; 305-358-7550; bayfront
parkmiami.com), filled with sculptures and
bordered by a waterfront promenade overlooking Biscayne Bay. The grounds wrap
around the Pérez Art Museum Miami
(1103 Biscayne Blvd.; 305-375-3000; pamm
.org; admission, $16), a LEED-Gold-certified
green building with innovative design features, such as recycled-cork cushions in the
learning theater and outdoor hanging plants
that increase energy efficiency and help
ensure visitor comfort. Six galleries display
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contemporary works. Current exhibitions
going into 2020 include “The Other Side of
Now: Foresight in Contemporary Caribbean
Art,” which features 14 artists whose works
center around the future of the Caribbean.
In contrast to PAMM’s modern facilities,
the Miami Dade College Museum of
Art + Design (Freedom Tower, 600 Biscayne
Blvd.; 305-237-7700; mdcmoad.org; admission, free) is housed in the Freedom Tower,
a National Historic Landmark built in 1925.
The museum showcases mixed-media
pieces by postmodern American artists and
artists of Caribbean and Cuban descent
as well as works by Miami Dade College
alumni. The Freedom Tower served as a
haven for Cuban refugees from 1962 until
1974, and the permanent collection dedicated to the Cuban exile experience
(level one) is worth a visit.
You can pick up an iced coffee at The
Café at Books & Books (1300 Biscayne
Blvd.; 786-405-1745; booksandbooks.com;
dinner for two, $50), a half mile north, within
one of Miami’s first Art Deco structures, the
Carnival Tower. The café is also a convenient spot in which to dine on grass-fed
burgers or pan-seared local mahi-mahi
before catching a show at the Adrienne
Arsht Center for the Performing Arts
(1300 Biscayne Blvd.; 305-949-6722; arsht
center.org). This season the center is putting
on a varied selection of shows. For a more
classic experience, you can take in a performance by the Florida Grand Opera.
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WYNWOOD ARTS
DISTRICT
The Wynwood Arts District, a zone within
the neighborhood of Wynwood, has been
emerging as a global hotbed of the arts
since community revitalizer Tony Goldman started remodeling warehouses
here in 2009. (Goldman, a key player in
transforming Miami Beach and New York’s
Soho, who passed away in 2012, had a reputation for helping create artsy enclaves.)
There’s so much to see here that it’s well
worth hiring a guide. Consider signing up
for the “Design District VIP Experience”
dinner tour with The Art Experience
(2930 NE 41st St.; 305-767-5000; theart
experiences.com; “Design District VIP Experience” dinner tours, $125 a person). A private
guide brings groups of at least four to visit
the area’s art highlights before settling into
a three-course dinner at a lively restaurant
such as Estefan’s Kitchen (140 NE 39th

The Design District

St.; 786-843-3880; estefankitchen.com; threecourse dinner included in tour), which dishes
out upscale Cuban cuisine with live music.
You’ll want to have your phone switched to
camera mode when you stop at Goldman’s
landmark project for the neighborhood,
the outdoor street-art museum Wynwood
Walls (2520 NW Second Ave.; 305-5314411; thewynwoodwalls.com; admission,
free). More than 40 murals by some of the
world’s top street artists, such as Futura
and Shepard Fairey, cover 80,000 square
feet of exterior walls. Some of the murals
are repainted during Art Basel each year.
The neighborhood is also home to more
than 70 galleries. Gregg Shienbaum Fine
Art (2239 NW Second Ave.; 305-456-5478;
gsfineart.com) displays prints and paintings
by such masters as Andy Warhol and Keith
Haring as well as works by street artists
with cult followings, including Banksy.
At the north end of Wynwood, budding
artists work side by side at the Bakehouse
Art Complex (561 NW 32nd St.; 305-5762828; bacfl.org), a 1920s bakery that was
converted to a nonprofit incubator for the
arts in 1986. On the second Friday of the
month, the artists’ studios stay open from
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. to display artwork and
allow visitors to clink glasses with some of
the up-and-coming artists helping grow
Miami’s cutting-edge cultural offerings.

FASHION MEETS FINE ART NORTH OF WYNWOOD

If you have time, consider visiting the Design District after you’ve explored the Wynwood Arts
District. High-end boutiques such as Céline, Tom Ford, and Berluti line the streets. Also worth a visit:
The Bazaar Project (4308 NE Second Ave.; 786-703-6154; thebazaarprojectshop.com), which carries
clothing and home wares from around the world, as well as owner Yeliz Titiz’s own line of jewelry.
Once you’ve browsed your fill, the de la Cruz Collection (23 NE 41st St.; 305-576-6112; delacruz
collection.org; admission, free) houses contemporary German, American, and Cuban artworks owned
by the prominent de la Cruz family. Nearby, pieces by Italian and American artists are on view at
Galleria Ca’ d’Oro (4141 NE Second Ave.; 305-924-8247; ca-doro.com) and works by international
contemporary artists at Markowicz Fine Art (110 NE 40th St.; 786-615-8158; markowiczfineart.com).

See page 15 for additional terms.
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Wynwood Walls,
an open-air
street-art museum
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VILLAGE RESORTS AND/OR RCI HAS NO OBLIGATION TO PUBLISH ANY SUBMISSIONS. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT SUBMISSIONS.
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Many of our flagship resorts have one of our oversize Adirondack chairs. Owners, guests, and their families can create
a vacation memory by having someone snap a photo of them in the chair and sharing it on social media. Try it yourself for a chance
to be featured in one of our social posts or in the next edition of Happenings! Here’s how it works: 1 Take a photo in the chair.
Follow @vacationvillageresorts. 3 Post the photo on your social media with #vacationvillage and tag your location with the resort’s name.

Don’t miss out on a world of

Vacation Opportunities
If you’re not an RCI® Subscribing Member you’re missing out.
With RCI® you will maximize your Vacation Village or Massanutten Resort ownership
and make your vacation dreams come true. With RCI® you will have access
to Exchange Vacations, Extra Vacation® getaways, cruise and so much more!

Become an RCI® member today and you can get

ONE YEAR OF RCI WEEKS MEMBERSHIP1
FOR JUST $49USD†
Plus! We’ll give you $50USD off your first RCI Exchange Fee.*
Don’t let this limited time offer pass you by.

Here’s how you can sign up:

Visit: RCI.com/VVJoin
Promo code: VVR
Once you’re enrolled deposit your
first week with RCI; exchange and get
$50USD off* your RCI Exchange fee!

Terms: †The reinstatement fee of $49 USD applies to accounts that have been expired for 120 days or more. You must use the promo code:
VVR when reenrolling to take advantage of offer. Offer expires December 31, 2019.
*This offer is redeemable as a one-time only offer. Vacations are limited and subject to availability. 1Endless Vacation® magazine is the official travel publication of
RCI, LLC. RCI benefits are obtained only via a subscription to the Endless Vacation magazine. Use of the term “Membership” is intended to denote subscription to
the Endless Vacation magazine. CST: 2046555-50. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. Fla. Seller of Travel
Reg. No. ST-26552. Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2002-0793. Washington Seller of Travel Reg. No. 602357907.
RCI and related marks are registered trademarks and/or service marks in the United States and internationally. All rights reserved.
© 2019 RCI, LLC. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA.
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45 Years of Dream Vacations
Thank you for being a part of our journey and allowing us to be a part of yours.
It all started in 1974. Travelers were just discovering Cancún and Kauai. Saint-Tropez was
all the rage. And RCI began sending its first subscribing members on their dream vacations.
Whether you caught the timeshare bug from your grandparents or just returned from
your first resort retreat, we want to see your moments! Join us in celebrating 45 years of
vacations by sharing some of the memories you’ve made along the way.

Do you have a favorite #myRCI memory? Share it with us! Go to
RCI.com/MemberStories and upload photos, videos, or testimonials.

